
Quarter 1  

Outside Reading Project 
Mrs. Heather Sparks ELA 1-2 HG 

 

Each quarter of the school year, you’ll be challenged with an outside reading project. This will 
require you to obtain a book (through purchase, borrow from a library, etc). Unless otherwise 
specified, your text may be digital.  
 
Your mission for first quarter:  
 
1.  Choose a contemporary text from one of the following options: 
 

 
A) Never Fall Down by Patricia McCormick (Nonfiction) 

When soldiers arrive at his hometown in Cambodia, Arn is just a kid, dancing to rock 'n' roll, hustling for 
spare change, and selling ice cream with his brother. But after the soldiers march the entire population 
into the countryside, his life is changed forever. Arn is separated from his family and assigned to a labor 
camp: working in the rice paddies under a blazing sun, he sees the other children, weak from hunger, 
malaria, or sheer exhaustion, dying before his eyes. He sees prisoners marched to a nearby mango grove, 
never to return. And he learns to be invisible to the sadistic Khmer Rouge, who can give or take away life 
on a whim. He lives by the simple credo: Over and over I tell myself one thing: never fall down. Based on 
the true story of Arn Chorn-Pond, this is an achingly raw and powerful novel about a child of war who 
becomes a man of peace, from National Book Award finalist Patricia McCormick.  
 

B) Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs (Fiction) 
A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage. A strange collection of very curious photographs. It all 
waits to be discovered in Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children, an unforgettable novel that mixes 
fiction and photography in a thrilling reading experience. As our story opens, a horrific family tragedy 
sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a remote island off the coast of Wales, where he discovers the 
crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned 
bedrooms and hallways, it becomes clear that the children were more than just peculiar. They may have 
been dangerous. They may have been quarantined on a deserted island for good reason. And 
somehow—impossible though it seems— they may still be alive.  
 

C) Student Choice.  
Choose a contemporary book written by a LIVING author. This book must be 250+ pages (this rule is 
absolute -- 249 pages will not be accepted!). Select a book that your guardians are ok with you reading. If 
you are unsure if an author is living, do some research first. I must approve this novel, also -- and I will 
deny any requests for overly simple, middle school-level books. This includes, but is not limited to, books 
by the following authors: 

 
 



Authors who will NOT be approved: 
Suzanne Collins 
Stephanie Meyer 
Nicholas Sparks 

J.K. Rowling 
Madeline L’Engle 

Beverly Cleary 
Judy Blume 

R.L. Stein 
Lois Lowry 

Lois Duncan 
Christopher Pike 

Rick Riordan  
 
2. READ THE BOOK. As you read, make notes to help you answer your chosen journal topics.  
 
3. JOURNAL ENTRIES.  
 
You will complete five journal entries.  
 
Step #1 - Thumb through the book and divide the book into five sections, preferably after chapters or 
sections and not in the middle of them. You will complete a journal entry for each section. Therefore, 
you will have five journal entries for your novel.  
 
Step #2 - Choose the journal entry prompt on the next page as you reach each section end. Choose a 
prompt that you feel you can write about for at least one full page. Once you choose a journal prompt, 
you cannot do that prompt again for the novel. For instance, if you choose prompt #1, then you 
cannot do prompt #1 again.  
 
Step #3 – Write the entry!  
 
Basic Requirements:   1 Typed Page, Double Spaced, One Inch Margins, Times New Roman Font (or 
similar), 12 Point Font  
 
MLA Heading Requirements:  
Upper Left Hand Corner: 
 
Name  
Mrs. Sparks 
ELA 1-2 HG 
12 September 2019 
  
Title Requirements:  
Centered, not bolded, one line down from heading:  
 
Journal Number (1 thru 5) and Journal Choice Snippet (For instance, if you chose prompt #3, you 
would write “Confused” here. If you chose prompt #7, you would write “Characters”.  
 
Ex: #3 Confused 
 
 
 
 
 



Writing Requirements: 
 
You should begin your response to the prompt with strong topic sentence. Follow that with a series of 
supporting statements/details that stick to your topic sentence, with commentary explaining how 
each proves your point. No matter the entry, you will need multiple, embedded quotes or 
paraphrased examples with parenthetical documentation. End with a non-cliche conclusion that 
wraps up your thoughts on the subject. Each new idea requires a new paragraph. Each journal entry 
should also reflect your understanding of the text. In other words, I should know that you read and 
understood the book through the details in your journal entries. Have something unique and 
interesting to say! First or third person POV is acceptable for these entries.  
 
Step #4 – Edit, Revise & Professionalize  
 
Always check your work over many times before submitting it to me. Have your guardians or a 
trusted mentor look it over. Read it out loud, in a quiet room by yourself (yes, I’m serious -- try it and 
you’ll see why).  Check for structure, diction, clarity of ideas, and tone.  

 
Journal Prompts -- Pick 5!  

*No matter the entry, you will need multiple, embedded quotes or paraphrased examples with parenthetical documentation. 
 

1. How did you experience the book? Were you engaged immediately, or did it take you a while to "get 
into it"? How did you feel reading it —amused, sad, disturbed, confused, bored...?  
 
2. Sometimes books touch you, reminding you of your own life, as part of the larger human 
experience. Are there connections between the book and your own life? Or, does the book remind you 
of an event (or events) that happened to someone you know?  
 
3. Are you confused about what happened (or didn't happen) in the book? What events or characters 
do you not understand? Does the use of language in the book confuse you? Is there anything that the 
author could have done to make what happened (or didn't happen) more clear?  
 
4. Is there an idea in the book that makes you stop and think, or prompts questions? Identify the idea 
and explain your responses.  
 
5. What are your favorite lines/quotes? Cite them into your reading journal and explain why these 
passages caught your attention, and what they mean to you.  
 
6. Does this section of the reading change the way you think about the world or the people in it? What 
did you learn that you never knew before?  
 
7. Describe the main characters —their personality traits, motivations, inner qualities. Why do they do 
what they do? Are their actions justified? Do you admire or disapprove of them? How do they grow (or 
shrink) throughout the text? Do they remind you of people you know?  
 
8. How controversial are the issues raised in the book? Who is aligned on which sides of the issues? 
Where do you fall in that line-up?  
 
9. What lesson(s) do you think the author is trying to teach? What themes do you find? What is the 
author's purpose? Does the author wish to preserve or reform our culture? (Themes are not one word 
utterances. They are a complete thought followed by a complete action. In other words, what is the 
author trying to teach us about a certain issue(s)?)  
 
10. Is the ending satisfying? If so, why? If not, why not...and how would you change it? 



Dates to remember: 
 
Your book is due to be approved by Mrs. Sparks on ___________. 
 
Your book must be read and your journal entries submitted by ___________. 
On this same day, you will find out what PART TWO of the assignment is.  

 
 
Student Agreement:  
 
I, ____________________, have chosen to read ____________________________ by 

_____________________________. This book has ___________ pages.  

 
 
Student Signature: ______________________________________ Date: __________ 
 
Guardian Signature: ______________________________________ Date: __________ 
 
Mrs. Sparks’s Signature: ______________________________________ Date: __________ 
 


